Your Majesty King Abdullah bin Al-Hussein

Your Majesty, Jordan is well known for respecting Human Rights, and the Freedom of Religion for all people to practice their faith. Jordan has been a model for the region by respectfully protecting these rights through its Constitution, and by the good example Your Majesty has set in dealing with all of your citizens.

Jordan has long been the cradle of religious dialogue. During your reign, Your Majesty has worked tirelessly to demonstrate your dream of a strong and united Jordan made up of citizens with strong character and faith. We applaud you for leading the way in Human Rights and Religious Freedom in the Middle East.

We are often reminded of, and challenged by, your words to the Baker Institute in May of 2002: “Our overarching goals remain the same: peace, freedom, and opportunity for all human beings.”

Today, it has come to our attention that in the early hours of December 15th a show of force was used in the Aqaba area to prevent the opening of a place of worship being established by a Christian Denomination, which has long been registered with the Government of Jordan. We are concerned that some government officials my not share Your Majesty’s lofty ideals for Jordan and are failing to uphold the high standards you have set. The news has come to us following other reports of the expulsion of some Church workers in Jordan.

Your Majesty, the world is watching the situation in Jordan with great concern. We are, however, confident of your leadership and of your ability to maintain the high standards you have set for your country. We know that you will not allow the situation to escalate or continue.

You are in the distinguished position, Your Majesty, of upholding the honored tradition of Jordan. History has shown that people of the region have fled to Jordan to find a place of refuge from religious persecution. Do not allow the denial of Christians to establish centers of worship, and to appoint leadership of their choosing, to blemish Jordan’s time-honored history. 

Thank you, Your Majesty, for your consideration,

